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This is, indeed, a sad day for Catholic education in the Archdiocese of
%Philadelphia. The Association of Catholic Teachers is extremely disheartened
by the announcement of the Blue Ribbon Commission’s recommendations for
the future of Catholic education. The closing of these schools will have a
;%:ffcremendously negative impact on all teachers, students and parents in our

éjfs'chools. The neighborhoods surrounding the affected schools will also
éfsuffer.

Two years ago, the Archdiocese announced that the closing of both
éCardinaI Dougherty High School and Northeast Catholic High School would
éshore up the System and make our remaining schools viable and sustainable.
Tod.ay}, we were told that instead of two schools, the Archdiocese now finds
|t hecessary to close 4 more high schools.

' | The Association mourns the loss of these schools. We will be working

‘with the teachers as they go through the grieving process. We also grieve

A.C.T. for Better Catholic Schools

O



the loss of 44 elementary schools, because their closing will negatively
affect the future enrollment in our high schools, further threatening the
vfuture of Catholic education as we know it.
The elementary closings strip our elementary colleagues of their jobs.
Unfortunately, these teachers have no contract to protect them, no
procedure to ensure their future employment like the one contained in the
high school negotiated contract and no ability to extend health benefits
beyond August 31, 2012.

The Association will be working very hard over the next several months
;to nﬂake the transition of our high school teachers to their new schools as

smooth and painless as possible.

For further information, please contact

Rita Schwartz at 215-568-4175
215-407-9688 (cell)

or

Irene Tori at 215-568-4175
215-496-0955 (cell)




