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From the President’s Desk
UPDATE ON IMPORTANT ISSUES
Early in January, I wrote to all ACT Members about the grievance the
Association filed against the System for requiring principals to issue letters of “formal”
or “written” reprimand to all teachers who had not attended the December
Professional Development Day. That grievance has moved to the Meeting Level of the
Grievance Procedure. The meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 5. The Remedy
Requested by the Association is the removal of all letters from teachers’ personnel
files.
A number of teachers sent us copies of the responses they attached to these
letters of reprimand. The teachers speak of having been given permission by their
principals to be absent from the day only to receive a reprimand after the principals
were directed by the System to issue the letter. The teachers with whom we have
spoken and whose responses we have seen had legitimate, serious reasons for missing
the day, including being on school business. There was no allowance for any
extenuating circumstances. Couple this with the contract language that says a letter
“may” be placed in the file, not “must.”
(Continued on Page 2)
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FROM THE PRESIDENT. . .

(Continued from Page 1)

For almost every teacher who received the reprimand, this is the first negative
letter they have ever received. There was, most certainly, no just cause for these
teachers to be formally disciplined.
We truly hope that the issue can be resolved at the February 5 meeting.
Questions have been coming in about the 1095-C Health Insurance Coverage
Forms received by teachers. These Forms, many of which are incorrect, are generated
by Blue Cross and were issued to be in compliance with the Affordable Care Act.
Please note that at the very top of the Form, you are told, “Do not attach to your tax
return.” You do not need to do anything with this Form. I am told this has to do with
the push by some in Congress to have medical benefits taxable. Fortunately, this has
not happened yet.
ACT continues to prepare for the upcoming contract talks. Contract Surveys are
due back to the Union Office by February 7. Please let us know your priorities.
Happy Catholic Schools Week to everyone. Congratulations to our schools, our
students and our amazing teachers!

Rita
PLEASE NOTE: As of January 1, 2018, the Health and Welfare Fund is
no longer able to reimburse members for surgical extractions. The fund
that was set up years ago for that purpose has been depleted.
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS

John J. Reilly Memorial Scholarship
The National Association of Catholic School Teachers established the John J.
Reilly Memorial Scholarship to help defray the cost of a college education for
outstanding children of NACST members. During their senior year of high school,
$4,000 awards are made to two students, $1,000 in each of their four years of
college study.
All sons, daughters and stepchildren of all active NACST members are eligible
to participate in this scholarship provided they are in good standing in their senior
year of high school. Application forms are available from the Senior Delegate of
each high school. There is also an application posted on the ACT Website at
www.act1776.com. Deadline for submission of all applications is March 9th.

THE CHARLOTTE DRUMMOND FOUNDATION

Memorial Scholarship

A Memorial Scholarship has been created in the memory of Charlotte Drummond in
honor of her forty-five years of service to students in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Charlotte taught for forty years at the former Cardinal Dougherty High School in the city of
Philadelphia and she taught for another five years at Cardinal O’Hara High School in
Springfield, Delaware County. Charlotte had a lasting impact on hundreds of students and
alumni from both schools. Charlotte passed away on March 23, 2016 after fighting a
courageous battle against Parkinson’s Disease.
The Charlotte Drummond Memorial Scholarship is a legacy scholarship that keeps
the spirit of Charlotte Drummond and her dedication to Catholic education alive by
offering one $2,000 scholarship annually, beginning in the 2017-2018 academic year.
Eligible candidates must be rising juniors or seniors attending a Philadelphia
Archdiocesan high school, and must have a recommendation from a teacher or guidance
counselor that speaks not only to their ideal candidacy for the award through involvement
in school, but also speaks to their financial need.
An application for The Charlotte Drummond Foundation Memorial Scholarship is
posted on the homepage of the ACT Website at www.act1776.com. The deadline for
submission is March 2, 2018.
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IT’S TIME TO START THINKING SABBATICAL!
It’s time to start thinking about whether or not you want to apply.
Applications for sabbatical will be posted in each school in February.

Applications for sabbatical leave must be submitted
no later than March 1st.

A NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Ms. Schwartz,
I would like to thank you for awarding me with a $500
scholarship. It means a lot to me and my family! Again,
thank you so much. I truly appreciate it. I will continue
to work very hard again this year!
Sincerely,
Olivia Gribley
Archbishop Ryan High School

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
The University of California Santa Cruz is hosting an NEH Seminar this summer
called “Why Literature Matters: Voices from Nineteenth-Century Britain and
America.” Applications for the NEH Summer Institute are due by March 1, 2018.
See page 5 of this newsletter for more information. To learn more and/or apply
visit teachers.ucsc.edu.
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Lancer’s Local
Issues or contractual items of interest to

Holy Cross Academy (Delran, NJ)
TAX INFORMATION
Union Dues or 2017
$534.00

ARCHDIOCESAN HIGH SCHOOLS
TAX INFORMATION
Union Dues for 2017
$537.31
(13 Pays X $26.33 + 7 Pays x $27.86)
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ACT WEBSITE
All teachers are asked to logon to the ACT Website (www.act1776.com)
and verify your personal information. It is critical that we have your current
information and that it is accurate, since this is a contract year. It is important
that we have a PERSONAL email address for you, since contract information
and updates, Executive Board Minutes, and other pertinent information will be
sent via email. We cannot and will not send email to a school email address.
Every teacher was provided with a username and password for the ACT
Website. (New teachers will receive their log-on information in their welcome
packet.) If you do not have this information, please contact Ginny at the ACT
Office at 215-568-4175 or email her at ginny@act1776.com and she can provide
this information to you.
To update your personal information, logon to the ACT Website and, in the
upper right hand corner of the homepage, click on member login. Type in your
username and password and then verify the information on file. Any changes
made will be sent to the ACT Office automatically.

MOVIE TICKETS
ACT Office keeps a limited supply of movie tickets on hand for teachers
to purchase at a discounted rate. We have REGAL/UNITED ARTISTS and
AMC Tickets Available. AMC Tickets are now $10.50 per ticket.
Regal Tickets are now $8.75 per. If you are interested in purchasing
tickets, please send a check payable to the Association of Catholic
Teachers with your request. Please enclose a stamped self-addressed
envelope with your request.
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RETIREES’ ROUNDTABLE
Hold the Date! The Second Annual Retirees’
Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, May 16, 2018,
at Randi’s Restaurant in Northeast Philadelphia.
Information will be emailed to retirees on our email list in March.

In the meantime, please spread the word!

TEACHERS IN THE NEWS
Congrats to Jennifer Kugler , teacher at John W. Hallahan Girls’ Catholic High
School and recent graduate of Gratz College, for receiving her Master’s degree in
Holocaust and genocide studies and a graduate certificate in Jewish-Christian
relations.
A shout out to Michael Southrey, history teacher at Archbishop Ryan High
School, for his selfless act of spreading joy over the Christmas holidays at St.
Christopher’s Hospital for Children. Michael and his wife, Kate, decided that instead of
buying each other Christmas presents, they would buy gifts for the Secret Santa
Program organized by The Committee to Benefit the Children. The CBC is a volunteer
charity dedicated to improving the quality of life for children who are battling cancer
and their families. This was Michael and Kate’s third Christmas supporting the
Committee to Benefit the Children’s Secret Santa Program at St. Christopher’s
Hospital.
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IN MEMORIAM
Albin P. Dixon

July 12, 1947 – December 21, 2017
Al Dixon arrived at North Catholic in the fall of 1969 to join the foreign language department,
and he stayed there until its closure in 2010. Then he joined the faculty of Archbishop Wood,
right around the corner from his home in Warrington.
Al passed away suddenly during the Christmas holidays. He leaves behind his wife, Margaret
(Peggy) and his two children, Andrew and Jeannette and his grandchildren.
Two things occupied Al’s time – his Family and his teaching. He loved the classroom,
especially the study of history. He also told great baseball stories! During his retirement, he
got to spend more time with his family, especially his grandchildren.
Al was always a quiet man, a wonderful colleague with a good sense of humor and a truly
great friend. Truly Al Dixon was a great Christian gentleman in every sense of the word!
He lived that exhortation of Saint Francis de Sales so well – Live Jesus!
Written by Rev. Neil Kilty, O.S.F.S.
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IN MEMORY OF ALBIN DIXON
I compiled a set of lists of Al’s likes and dislikes. From these two lists I wish
the reader to speculate on the constitution of this fine individual.
Mike Mason
Archbishop Wood High School

LIKES
(OR LOVES)
1. Peg, his wife.
2. His children, Andrew and Jeanette.
3. His childrens’ children, Ozzie and
Harlan.
4. Deborah Harry (notice, I mention Peg
first).
5. Slate blackboards.
6. Stratomatic baseball.
7. Doris Day and Grace Kelly.
8. Sipping cokes at Mike’s Restaurant
with colleagues.
9. Chalk (white, no colors).
10. The baseball encyclopedia (actually, Al
was a baseball encyclopedia).
11. Gettysburg National Park.
12. Real books with pages and covers.
13. Urban students who work to their
potential.
14. Northeast Catholic High School for
Boys.
15. Summer Camp where Al was head
counselor and rifle instructor.
16. Wes Covington and Frank Thomas.
17. His high school days at Cardinal
Dougherty.
18. Memories of growing up in
Germantown.
19. St. Albinus Day (better than his
birthday).
20. The Breakfast Club at Wood. (Joe V,
Mike M. Bob S, Mike G, Ed S, and
others).

DISLIKES
1. Computers.
2. White boards.
3. Waiters who are consistently
bothersome.
4. Those who disrespect Doris Day.
5. UBD’s
6. Suburban students who do not work
to their potential.
7. J-bells (33 minute classes) on a test
day.
8. Colored markers.
9. Stupid replies to trivia questions (such
as ‘Is it Hayley Mills?’).
10. Professional Development Days
(where nothing gets developed).
11. Computers.
12. The non-logic of many Sherlock
Holmes stories.
13. Student Centered Learning (AKA the
lunatics are running the asylum).
14. A mouse (as in computer).
15. Pete Rose and Richie Allen.
16. Experts on education who no longer
teach.
17. The over-rated adoration of Abraham
Lincoln.
18. Missing from class forms.
19. Experts on education who teach only
honors students.
20. Did I mention computers?

10

ACT DAY
AT
THE PHILLIES

April 22, 2018
Game Time: 1:35
Philadelphia Phillies
versus the
Pittsburgh Pirates
All ACT Members (including retirees) and their families and friends are
invited on Sunday, April 22, 2018. Ticket cost is $14 plus $1.50 per order
for shipping and handling. A ticket order form is available on the ACT
Website at www.act1776.com. If you have any questions concerning this
event, please contact Ginny at the ACT Office at 215-568-4175 or at
ginny@act1776.com.

Deadline for ordering tickets: Friday, March 16, 2018.
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Fly Eagles Fly
On the Road to Victory!

“From Wentz We Came, In Foles We Trust!”

Go Eagles!
Wishing everyone a happy and safe Superbowl Weekend!
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